dot-art Activity Report, September 2021 – February 2022
Introduction
As we approach the two-year anniversary of the pandemic, I think it is fair to say that it has been a
rollercoaster for all of us. Looking back at my introduction from six months ago, we were once again feeling
hopeful and quietly confident, unaware of the imminent arrival of Omicron variant. Twelve months ago as I
wrote, we were in full lockdown for the third time.
However, I genuinely feel hopefully about the future today. While there is no guarantee of no future variants
and some restrictions being re-introduced, we have all found ways to adjust and will continue to do so. I am
incredibly proud that dot-art has got through the worst of a global pandemic and come out stronger and more
resilient.
We are now starting to see confidence building and, as businesses return to their offices, corporate work
starting to return. Our art classes are almost back to their 2019 levels (despite Omicron) and thanks to our
strong presence in the city throughout the crisis, we are being approached by new partners on a regular
basis.
We look forward to working with you in 2022 as we all look towards the future with optimism!

•

Exhibitions

The Liverpool Collection
12th November – 22nd January
This exhibition brought together portrayals and celebrations of Liverpool by 17 dot-art Member artists.
Visitors will find original works and limited edition prints in an array of media from collage to watercolour to
ceramics, with the common theme of portraying Liverpool in all its glory. This winter we look positively to the
community and city that has pulled together during a tough 18 months, and celebrate its architecture, music,
people, and art.
A Private View was held on 11th November, in person for the first time in 18 months.

On 2nd December we also held a Christmas Shopping event, with carols from the Liverpool BID Choir, mulled
wine, mince pieces and a wonderful festive atmosphere!

On the Brink
28th January – 18th March
An exhibition on climate change and species loss in the UK. Featuring; Carol Miller, Chris Routledge, Claire
Western, Frank Linnett, Mark Reeves, Susan Brown & Oliver McAinsh.
You can read more about the work in this exhibition in these interviews with the artists.
Sadly, Omicron meant we had to return to a Virtual Private View, held via Zoom.

•

INNSiDE
Our new partnership with INNSiDE by Melia Hotel on Old Hall Street launched this Autumn. As well
as purchasing art work by Nathan Pendlebury, Kirsten Todd, Bexy and David Gilligan for their hotel
rooms and commissioning Joe Venning and Ali Hunter to create bespoke pieces for the common
areas, dot-art will also be managing an exciting new exhibition space within the hotel, located on the
impressive events floor and designed to showcase local talent. We will be curating three exhibitions
a year in this space.
Portraits by Kirsten Todd was the first show launched at INNSiDE titled The Divine Feminine.
Celebrating strong women and showing within them the inner strength of a warrioress, The Divine
Feminine highlights the rise of divine feminine energy in a time of great change and awakening. This
exhibition, of over 30 large scale works, ran from September 2021 to January 2022.

The second show, After the Rain by Nathan Pendlebury, launched on 24th February and is open to
the public until May 2022.

•

dot-art Schools
We launched the 10th anniversary edition of the dot-art Schools programme in September, for the
first time with a theme: Protecting our Environment. To mark this milestone birthday, we are looking
to the future and the importance of sustainability by inviting children to create art themed around
protecting the environment, to highlight the importance of looking after our planet.
We are delighted to have 80 schools taking part in this year’s programme, after a very difficult term
for recruitment with schools still very much suffering from COVID related issues, staff shortages and
impact from the last 2 years.
We have also confirmed we will be holding the dot-art Schools exhibition and Prize Giving event in
the iconic Liver Building this June.

•

Art Bytes
Again working under very difficult circumstances, our amazing Art Bytes team have managed to sign
up 97 schools from across England to take part in the first year of our new programme.
This EdTech project will cover the 9 regions of England, in partnership with a high-profile cultural
venue in each. A celebration event will take place at each partner venue in June:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

North West: The Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester
North East: The Baltic, Gateshead
Yorkshire and Humber: Leeds Art Gallery
East Midlands: Derby Quad
West Midlands, New Art Gallery Walsall
South West: Arnolfini, Bristol
East of England, Wysing Arts Centre
South East: Modern Art Oxford
London: Camden Art Centre

Flag It Up
Flag It Up is a partnership between dot-art and Bruntwood Works to create an exciting new platform
for public art in Liverpool – using flags!
Our second open call, in response to International Women’s Day addressed issues around gender
equality. Artist Charlotte Southall was commissioned and her work “Reach” was unveiled in October
and is currently flying on the Dale Street flagpole. At the same time, we launched our third open call,
asking artists to address the most pressing issue of our time; the climate crisis. How can art help
raise awareness of the problems we face? What can we do in our daily lives to help? What impacts
are our actions having on our planet? What should world and national leaders be doing to reduce
carbon emissions? The winning flag design will be announced in April.

•

The Liverpool Plinth 2022
The open call for the new sculpture to occupy the Liverpool Plinth is currently open and the deadline
is 1st April. Established in 2018, The Liverpool Plinth is located at the Grade II listed Liverpool Parish
Church, the Church of Our Lady and Saint Nicholas, and is managed by Liverpool BID Company and
dot-art.
Part of the Public Art Strategy in place in Liverpool’s Commercial District, The Liverpool Plinth is the
Northern response to London’s Trafalgar Square Fourth Plinth. Celebrating and platforming Northern
sculptors, it is free to submit a proposal. The selected artist receives £1,000.
Since its inception, the project has brought public art into the city centre, exploring diverse issues
including disability, mental health, climate change and heritage.

•

Artist in Residence at the Everyman
We are very excited to announce this new residency partnership! dot-art and the Everyman are
bringing together theatre and visual art by embedding a practicing local artist within the theatre’s
spaces for an extended period, animating public areas and creating a body of work for exhibition.
This will be a fantastic opportunity for artists to gain significant exposure for their work, while being
paid to develop new ideas and approaches.
March – August 2022 will see artists Alex Corina and Laleh Kamalian as resident artists, followed by
Tommy Graham and Kirsten Todd from September 2022 – February 2023. Artists will spend a
minimum of half a day a week on site for the 6 month period. At the end of each residency an
exhibition of work created will be shown at the theatre.
This is intended to be a pilot project and we hope it will be extended into 2023.

•

Art in the Mansion
In February, The Reader and dot-art marked two years of working together (under the most difficult
of circumstances!) with a refreshed offer to artists wanting to exhibit their work.
Art in the Mansion is a rolling programme of exhibitions of work by local artists curated by dot-art and
hosted within The Reader’s home in the Mansion House in Calderstones Park.
Any artist or group of artists can apply to exhibit work, with exhibitions lasting from 1 to 6 weeks. To
ensure this opportunity is as accessible as possible, the hire fee has been reduced to £150 per
week, and no commission will be taken on sales. Expressions of interest are also invited from groups
and individuals unable to pay fees as there might be opportunities throughout the year when the
space can be utilised for free.
To help artists get the most out of the opportunity, dot-art and The Reader will provide promotional
materials and marketing support. Artists wishing to staff their exhibitions can also have a presence in
the Mansion reception area to chat with visitors.

•

Tree Story
dot-art have partnered with Open Eye Gallery and the Mersey Forest, to work on an exciting heritage
project, Tree Story: A History of Liverpool Through its Trees. This project has received a National
Lottery Heritage Fund grant of £70,822 made possible by money raised by National Lottery players.
The project will engage schools, community groups and the general public across the Liverpool City
Region over the next 18 months, exploring natural heritage by investigating, documenting and
celebrating locally and personally significant trees, as well as planting new ones.
Four schools will work with a photographer Andy Yates to creatively investigate local trees: when
they were planted, how their surroundings have changed over time, the biodiversity they support,
folklore and their cultural significance. Pupils will also spend time at Formby Woods enjoying a forest
school taster day. The photography and creative work they have made will be shared within school,
with the public at LOOK Photo Biennial and on a newly created website. Each school will plant new
trees with the support of Mersey Forest, learning about how to choose an appropriate tree for its
environment, and how to care for it as it grows.
Four community groups with an interest in horticulture, the environment and the wellbeing benefits of
nature will also take part in the project, targeting activity at people facing physical and mental health
issues. They will join photography sessions and their work will be shown online and at LOOK Photo
Biennial. At the end of the project they will plant – and commit to the care of – new trees.
The public will be invited to celebrate trees that are significant to them, pinning images and stories to
a specially commissioned interactive online map, hosted on a new web platform that will also show a
timeline history of Liverpool City Region and its trees. The web platform will provide a resource for
teachers and community groups across the region, with creative ideas and links to archive material
as well as information about trees, biodiversity and the climate crisis.

We are looking for the following freelance roles to help us deliver the project:
•
•
•
•

Education consultant with a heritage and/or environmental specialism
Evaluation consultant
Web Design
Branding Designer (may be combined with above)

Tender documents should be emailed to: lucy.byrne@dot-art.com no later than 5pm on Friday 11th
March.

•

Circling Around
dot-art and artist Joe Venning were commissioned by Bruntwood to design and produce a unique
piece of art which would create a focal point in the newly refurbished reception of The Plaza in St
Pauls Square, off Old Hall Street in Liverpool city centre. This large and striking work, entitled
“Circling Around” combines a number of different techniques, elements and materials.
You can read about the significance of each element of the work here.

•

Art Classes
The Autumn 2021 programme of art classes was, thankfully a return to some normality, with most
courses running and regular tutors being paid again. We also trialled some courses with the GPO
Food Hall in Metquarter.
Our Winter 2022 programme and also nearly complete and I am pleased to say we are now nearing
pre-pandemic levels of bookings, with excellent demand despite a slight slowdown in December and
January. I am confident the rest of this year will continue to see improvements.

•

Dark Room
Our darkroom has now been relaunched, with several workshops and introductory sessions running
and our first few members signed up. We do still need more people to use it for it to be sustainable,
so if you know any groups, colleges or individuals who would be interested in either membership or
tuition, please get in touch.

•

Awards
Last week saw us celebrating after collecting two prestigious awards in the space of a week!
Managing Director Lucy Byrne was named in the WISE100, the UK’s top 100 women in social
enterprise and impact investment. The annual NatWest WISE100 recognises the most inspiring and
influential women in social enterprise, impact investment and mission-driven business.
At a black tie event at Cronton Playhouse last week, dot-art were also named Sustainable Business
in the Arts for 2021 at the Liverpool City Region Culture and Creativity Awards. This award is to
celebrate businesses that are sustainable and make a significant contribution to economic growth
within the arts, culture and creativity sector. 2021 saw dot-art celebrate its 15th birthday and mark
over half a million pounds paid directly to local artists as well as increase it’s team to 5, despite the
pandemic.

•

Gallery Manager
Hopefully you have now all met Claire Henderson, our (not so new!) gallery Manager who started in
October. Claire is your day to day contact, so do pop her an email to say hi or drop into the gallery
next time you are passing!

•

Other News from the past 6 months:
o

Hilary Dron sold 4 large scale paintings to a corporate client.

o

Olga Snell was commissioned by a corporate client to a series of bespoke Liverpool themed images.

o

Roy Munday, Faith Bebbington and Sarah Jane Richards delivered online workshops to community
groups, funded by Liverpool City Council

o

Hazel Thompson sold a large scale piece to a hospital.

o

Nathan Pendlebury and John Sharp had their work selected for a new rental client, on an 18 month
contract.

o

Claire Western and Hilary Dron had their work selected for a new rental client, on a 12 month
contract.

o

John Petch’s design for OMD’s Royal Albert Hall concerts was used on all promotional materials
after a 2 year delay.

o

John Petch had work selected to be shown at a conference at the ACC Liverpool.

o

Joe Venning was selected to produce a mural for Imagine Formby – details next time!

o

Phil Disley and Brigitte Watkinson delivered workshops in schools

For more information please see: dot-art.com, email info@dot-art.com or call 0345 0176660
You can also follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook or sign up to our Mailing List.
dot-art Gallery,
14 Queen Avenue,
Castle Street,
Liverpool,
L2 4TX.

